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Urgent Items Addressed in Letter to Honourable Minister of Education Dustin Duncan 
 

• Breakthrough cases in vaccinated school staff due to in-school transmission, as 
confirmed by public health officials.  

• Inconsistent approaches to declaring outbreaks. 
• Inconsistent isolation requirements for close contacts. 
• An apparent reluctance to protect student health by enacting measures such as smaller 

classes or transitioning to remote learning. Despite the more contagious and deadly 
Delta variant of concern contributing to an increasingly dangerous situation in schools, 
few schools have moved online. Provincewide mandatory masking was only introduced 
on September 17. For comparison: 

o During the last week of March 2021, all schools in Regina and Moose Jaw, along 
with several more in Saskatoon and throughout the province, moved online due 
to suspected outbreaks.  

o For the week of March 29 to April 4, 634 COVID-19 cases were detected in 
children and youth aged 0-19, with a test positivity rate of 8.6 percent. 

o For the week of September 20 to 26, 1,665 COVID-19 cases were detected in 
children and youth aged 0-19, with a test positivity rate of 14.3 percent.  

• Increasing difficulties securing substitute teachers, leaving teachers and other school 
staff scrambling for coverage, resorting to combining classrooms and, therefore, 
increased chance of transmission.   

• Significant delays in contact tracing. Teachers and parents report that by the time they 
are notified of their status as close contact, the 14-day isolation period is almost over. 

• Teachers, principals and vice-principals are taking on the role of contact tracers, 
spending their evenings notifying parents of classroom cases. 

• Inaccurate school case counts. Teachers and parents are reporting routine occurrences 
of school cases omitted on the province’s dashboard. 
  

The Education Sector Response Planning Team  
 
The RPT included representatives from across the education sector, including the 
Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation, the Saskatchewan School Boards Association, the 
Saskatchewan Association of School Business Officials, the League of Educational 
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Administrators, Directors and Superintendents of Saskatchewan, and the Ministry of Education. 
This team was assembled in March of 2020 and worked in consultation with health officials to 
provide guidance and ensure effective implementation of COVID-19 measures in schools. This 
team was disbanded in July 2021. The Business Sector Response Planning Team was 
reintroduced September 17. 
 
Teacher Stories 
 
Collected here are several quotes from concerned teachers received by the STF in recent 
weeks: 
 
“We are working in crowded conditions, initially without mask mandates and with COVID sick 
days removed from our options for leave. This is contrary to our understanding that if someone 

is ill, they should stay at home. The messaging is mixed, and teachers have learned that the 
unspoken message is stronger than the spoken one.” 

 
 

“Three classes have been affected by Covid, but none have moved to online learning, nor has 
an outbreak been declared.  There are medically vulnerable children in our school, and I also 

worry for them and their families.” 
 

“We are trying but there is nothing left in the tank for many of us… …I am very afraid our death 
toll won’t stay at two.” 

 
 
2021-22 School Year COVID-19 Timeline 
 
The content below highlights the major dates and events from the end of the 2020-21 school 
year to today. This paints a stark picture of the cumulative effect of the decisions being made 
over the past five months.  
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June 21 The Government of Saskatchewan announces all public health 
measures will be lifted July 11, even though its own target of 70 
percent vaccination rate to do so has not been met.  

• 335 new cases in Saskatchewan in the week of June 21, 2021. 
 
June 30  Premier Scott Moe says there will be no proof of vaccination 

requirement in Saskatchewan. 
• “We most certainly don’t have the ability then to demand that people 

would show a proof of vaccination for whether or not they would 
attend any large event.” Sourced from Global News. 

 
July 8  The Government of Saskatchewan holds final public weekly COVID-

19 update, declares state of emergency to end.  
 
July 11  All public health orders are removed; no restrictions in place. On 

Twitter, Premier Moe encourages everyone to “enjoy a great 
Saskatchewan summer.” Response Planning Team is disbanded, as 
its creation was tied to the public health orders. 

 
August 16  The Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation Executive calls on the 

Government of Saskatchewan to make vaccines mandatory for all 
eligible staff and students.   

 
August 20  The Government of Saskatchewan releases recommendations for 

schools, leaving all decisions on COVID-19 measures to local school 
divisions, and by extension schools, despite calls for more strict 
measures from the Saskatchewan Medical Association and 
Saskatchewan College of Family Physicians. 

 
August 23  Minister of Education Dustin Duncan defends the government’s 

decision not to require masks, despite doctors’ recommendations.  
• 1,577 new cases in Saskatchewan the week of August 23, 2021. 

 
August 25  Minister Merriman pushes back against restrictions, mandatory 

vaccines amid rising COVID-19 cases. Minister Merriman states 
mandating vaccines in any way would be an infringement of 
personal freedoms.  

• “I don’t know why it has to be a government mandate, the individual 
should make the choice whether they want to be vaccinated or not … 

https://globalnews.ca/news/7992986/covid-proof-of-vaccination-saskatchewan-scott-moe/
https://www.sma.sk.ca/news/2366/news-release-physicians-urge-school-divisions-to-mandate-masking-practise-public-health-measures.html?fbclid=IwAR0-aVfILpQzBMI6hVaUZn7tjW3WEJr93qcwTOKYfSGwHfcCrAdFBZl3GFc
https://www.sma.sk.ca/news/2366/news-release-physicians-urge-school-divisions-to-mandate-masking-practise-public-health-measures.html?fbclid=IwAR0-aVfILpQzBMI6hVaUZn7tjW3WEJr93qcwTOKYfSGwHfcCrAdFBZl3GFc
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if people don’t want to be vaccinated, that’s their choice.” Sourced 
from CTV Regina. 

• 949 active cases in 0- to 19-year-old individuals, 16.2 percent 
weekly test positivity the week of August 30 to September 5, 2021. 

 
September 7  A number of school divisions implement mandatory masking within 

elementary and high schools. 
 
September 8  Saskatchewan continues to have one of the lowest vaccination rates 

in the country, no remaining public health restrictions and climbing 
hospitalizations. Due to the current situation doctors plead for 
changes as shared in a StarPhoenix article.  

• 1,217 active cases in 0- to 19-year-old individuals, 15 percent 
weekly test positivity the week of September 6 to 12, 2021. 

 
September 10  New measures put in place, requiring mandatory isolation for those 

testing positive for COVID-19. The Saskatchewan Health Authority 
announces reduction in non-critical and elective services. 

 
September 10  Premier Moe reiterates his position against a provincewide vaccine 

mandate, while developing a system that will help municipal 
governments and businesses impose their own. 

• 3,388 new cases in Saskatchewan in the week of September 13, 
2021. 

• 1,517 active cases in 0- to 19-year-old individuals, 14.1 percent 
weekly test positivity the week of September 13 to 19, 2021. 

 
September 15  New Public Health Order announced making isolation mandatory for 

unvaccinated close contacts. Students are exempt for the purposes 
of attending school, including riding the bus. 

 
September 15  New Public Health Order begins to make masking mandatory in indoor 

places across the province. Proof of vaccination required starting 
October 1.  

 
September 15  147 schools had active recorded cases; 78 schools listed as active 

outbreaks. 
 
September 16  The STF issues a public call for improved measures to protect 

children from COVID-19. 

https://regina.ctvnews.ca/sask-health-minister-pushes-back-against-restrictions-mandatory-vaccines-amid-rising-covid-19-cases-1.5561173
https://thestarphoenix.com/news/saskatchewan/doctors-plead-for-change-as-sask-holds-its-covid-19-course
https://www.stf.sk.ca/about-stf/news/stf-calls-government-saskatchewan-take-action-against-covid-19
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September 17  The SHA announces they have hit a critical point in the pandemic 

and must temporarily slow elective procedures across the province.  
• Sourced from CTV Regina. 

 
September 17  At the STF local association Presidents’ Gathering a unanimous 

motion passed for an immediate request for reinstatement of the 
Education Response Planning Team. 

 
September 17  Business Sector Response Planning Team reinstated. 
 
September 20  The STF sent a letter to Minister Duncan requesting the 

reinstatement of the Education Sector Response Planning Team. A 
letter was received from the Minister’s office confirming receipt, but 
to date no additional response has been provided. 

 
September 20  198 schools had active recorded cases; 104 schools listed as active 

outbreaks. 
• 1,665 active cases in 0- to 19-year-old individuals, 14.3 percent 

weekly test positivity the week of September 20 to 26, 2021. 
 
September 22  The STF states that isolation exemption for schoolmates of COVID-

19-positive students is “illogical.” 
• Sourced from CBC.  

 
September 22  229 schools had active recorded cases; 117 schools listed as active 

outbreaks. 
 
September 23  Organ donations are suspended due to COVID-19 surge.  

• 1,527 active cases in 0- to 19-year-old individuals, 15.1 percent 
weekly test positivity the week of September 27 to October 3, 2021 

 
September 26  172 schools had active recorded cases; 82 schools listed as active 

outbreaks. 
 
September 28  Minister Merriman declines pandemic-related support from the 

federal government. 
 

September 30  Public Health Order is amended, requiring students who are close 
contacts due to an exposure at home to isolate; students who are 

https://regina.ctvnews.ca/hit-a-critical-point-sha-to-temporarily-slow-elective-procedures-in-sask-1.5589956
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/isolation-requirement-close-contacts-school-mates-covid-1.6184417
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close contacts as a result of all other settings are still exempt. 
• 3,400 new cases in Saskatchewan in the week of October 4, 2021.  

 
October 4  1,562 positive cases recorded in Saskatchewan children and youth. 

A more than ten-fold increase from 129 on July 5, 2021.  
 
October 6  Saskatchewan continues to be a leader in COVID-19 cases and 

hospitalization. It is only one of two provinces without gathering 
limits in place. 

 
October 8  Intensive Care Specialist, Doctor Hassan Masri informs the public 

that 200 surgeries per day have been and continue to be cancelled 
across Saskatchewan.  

• Sourced from CBC.  
 
October 10  159 schools had active recorded cases; 70 schools listed as active 

outbreaks. 
 
October 11  80 active COVID-19 outbreaks in Saskatchewan schools.  
 
October 14  Cases continue to rise at a rapid pace within schools across the 

province. More than 100 Saskatchewan schools declared COVID-19 
outbreaks.  

 
October 18  According to the analysis of Global Institute for Water Security at the 

University of Saskatchewan, there is a significant COVID-10 surge in 
wastewater from Thanksgiving Day long weekend.  

 
October 18  Government announced that six Saskatchewan ICU patients were 

being sent to Ontario for care.

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatchewan/sha-surgeries-cancelled-saskatchewan-1.6200378
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