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Academic Conversations: Classroom Talk That Fosters Critical 
Thinking and Content Understandings / Jeff Zwiers and Marie 
Crawford. 
Portland, ME: Stenhouse Publishers, 2011. 
370.152 Z98 
Core communication skills that assist students in holding academic 
conversations across the content areas are described. They include: 
elaborating and clarifying, supporting ideas with evidence, 
challenging ideas, paraphrasing and synthesizing. It is a 
recommended resource for ELA 10, 20 and 30. 
 
Becoming Young Thinkers: Deep Project Work in the 
Classroom / Judy Harris Helm. 
New York, NY: Teachers College Press, 2015. 
371.36 H478 
Geared to early childhood and elementary classrooms, this volume 
connects the research around mind, brain and education science to 
the project approach. Ideas for selecting meaningful topics, planning, 
connecting to curriculum aims, supporting students’ questioning and 
assisting them to represent their thoughts are described. 
 
The Big Think: 9 Metacognitive Strategies That Make the Unit 
End Just the Beginning of Learning / David Loertscher, Carol 
Koechlin and Sandi Zwaan. 
Salt Lake City, UT: Hi Willow Research and Publishing, 2009. 
025.524 L825 
Nine strategies for content learning (what I know, what we know) 
and process (how we learned, how I learned) provide teacher-
librarians and teachers with evidence of what students know, are able 
to do and how deeply they understand. 
 
Developing Mindful Students, Skillful Thinkers, Thoughtful 
Schools / Martin Buoncristiana and Patricia Buoncristiani. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2012. 
370.152 B943 
Strategies for promoting a common school vision around thinking, 
creating classroom conditions that assist students in becoming 
mindful thinkers, assisting students in forming questions that 
facilitate problem solving and working with parents to encourage 
skillful thinking in their children are described.  
 
. 
 



Exemplary Classroom Questioning: Practices to Promote               
Thinking and Learning / Marie Menna Pagliaro. 
Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield Education, 2011. 
370.152 P138 
This book includes strategies for establishing an effective 
environment for questioning, framing and delivering questions, 
encouraging student questioning and using taxonomies to formulate 
questions. 
 
Making Thinking Visible: How to Promote Engagement, 
Understanding, and Independence for all Learners / Ron 
Ritchart, Mark Church and Karin Morrison. 
San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass, 2011. 
370.152 R611 
Research-based strategies for creating cultures of thinking are 
described as well as ways to show how thinking can be made visible 
through questioning, listening, documentation and thinking routines. 
 
Pathways to Thinking Schools / edited by David N. Hyerle and                                                               
Larry Alper. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin, 2014. 
370.152 P298 
Several models designed to assist students in developing higher 
levels of thinking are described and include: visual tools for 
thinking, dispositions for mindfulness and questioning for inquiry, 
which includes the revised Bloom’s Taxonomy and the Six Hats 
model. 
 
Sparking Student Synapses, Grades 9-12: Think Critically and 
Accelerate Learning / Richard Allen and Nigel Scozzi. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin Press, 2012. 
370.152 A428 
Based on research and practical experience, this book features 
numerous lessons designed to foster the development of critical 
thinking in secondary students. 
 
Take Five! for Language Arts: 180 Bell-ringers That Build 
Critical Thinking Skills / Kaye R. Hagler. 
Gainesville, FL: Maupin House, 2012.  
370.152 H145 
Differentiated prompts for making critical thinking theory come 
alive in grades 6-12 classrooms are presented. Activities for 
individual, pair and group learning include: descriptive, persuasive 
and reflective writing; graphic organizers; compare and contrast and 
problem solving. 
 



Teaching Critical Thinking: Using Seminars for 21st Century 
Literacy / Terry Roberts and Laura Billings. 
Larchmont, NY: Eye on Education, 2012. 
370.152 R647 
This volume describes how seminars can be used at both the 
elementary and the secondary levels to improve students’ thinking 
through fostering their listening, speaking and dialogue skills. Ways 
of assessing the quality of thoughtful dialogue are also outlined. 

 
 
 
 
These resources are available from the Stewart Resources Centre of the 
Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation. To borrow any of the items, please email 
src@stf.sk.ca or call 1-800-667-7762. 
 
 
 
 


