
Canada was one of the top performers in science, the main focus of 
the 2015 PISA, ranking fourth among all 72 participating countries and 
economies, tied with Finland and behind Singapore, Japan and Estonia. 
Canada also continues to perform well internationally in reading and 
mathematics. Overall, the results reveal that Canada is one of the few 
countries to achieve both high standards of excellence overall and equity in 
education outcomes.

The results also show that Saskatchewan 15 year olds performed at the 
international average in science and reading but performed below the 
international average in mathematics and their Canadian counterparts in all 
the three key subject areas. In addition, there is a significant (albeit small) 
decline in Saskatchewan’s average science performance between 2006, the 
first time full science assessment was conducted, and 2015.

However, it is important to keep the purpose of the assessment in mind 
while interpreting the results. PISA is mainly intended to provide a cross-
country comparison of average performance in the three domain areas and 
only indicates how well a random sample of 15 year olds is able to apply 
literacy, mathematical and scientific knowledge and skills in new situations.

This means that the tests are not tied to any curriculum framework and 
are not intended to measure mastery of the actual curriculum of students 
in the different jurisdictions. It also means that the tests do not assess 
other important aspects of schooling or take into consideration social, 
health or economic factors that play an important role in determining 
student performance.

The Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation as the professional organization 
for over 13,000 teachers in the PreK-12 education system in the province 
believes that:

• The interpretation of assessment results should always be contextualized 
and focused on ways to strengthen teaching and learning. As such, 
drawing any firm conclusions from a single assessment is not 
appropriate. Rather, the results should be used in conjunction with 
more accurate, relevant and informative sources of assessment data to 
support meaningful discussion and decision making.

• Generally, the closer the assessment is to students and teachers (i.e., in 
the classroom), the more accurate, useful and informative it is for teaching 
and learning. In other words, the more student assessment is based on 
the goals of the provincial education system and the expectations placed 
on teachers in Saskatchewan classrooms, the more meaningful and useful 
it is for students, teachers, parents and education leaders.

Teachers are adept at using a broad range of data to examine their practice 
and develop effective instruction for students. Teachers view assessment 
as part of the learning process (rather than a static, 
end-stage process) and use it to reflect and adjust their 
teaching practice.

On December 6, 2016, the Org
anisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development released the 
2015 results of the Pro gramme for 
International Student Assessment 
2015 international largescale 
test of reading, mathematical and 
scientific literacy conducted with 
15-year-old students. 

PISA 2015 tested around 540,000 
15-year-old students in 72 countries 
and economies on science, reading, 
math and collaborative problem
solving. PISA is designed to assess 
students’ application of acquired 
skills and knowledge in specific 
subject areas but is not directly 
connected to curriculum frameworks 
of participating countries or regions. 
Therefore, results cannot and should 
not be attributed to individual 
students, schools or communities.
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How You Can Help

• Engage with colleagues, 
friends and family by having 
deeper conversations about 
our common views on student 
learning and assessment.

• Seek out opportunities to 
share your professional 
perspective on student 
learning and assessment 
with family, friends and 
colleagues – the public wants 
to hear what teachers think 
about issues in education.

• Encourage parents, friends 
and media who want to know 
more about student learning 
and assessment to speak 
to teachers, principals and 
school division staff.

TOGETHER
WE TEACH
AND LEARN



Questions about national and international student assessments?

Contact STF Member Support by email at administrative.staff@stf.sk.ca. 

Teachers use a variety of assessment strategies to determine each student’s progress in reaching educational goals 
and achieving provincial curriculum outcomes. These strategies are often not informed by international assessment 
data, but rather by sound educational research and involve the formal application of multiple performance-based 
measures of what students know as well as what they can do. 

Teachers remain committed and willing to do their part in ensuring Saskatchewan students continue to receive 
high-quality education that prepares them for the future.

Background

In addition to PISA, Saskatchewan students also participate in two other major national or international assessments.

• The Pan-Canadian Assessment Program is a national assessment of reading, science and mathematics skills 
of Grade 8 students in every province, as well as the Yukon. PCAP was created by the Council of Ministers 
of Education, Canada and was first administered in 2007. PCAP replaced the School Achievement Indicators 
Program, which had been in place since 1993. PCAP is conducted every three years and the 2016 results will be 
released in 2017.

• The Progress in International Reading Literacy Study is an international assessment of reading literacy 
achievement of Grade 4 students. PIRLS is carried out under the auspices of the International Association for the 
Evaluation of Educational Achievement, a consortium of research institutions in 60 countries. PIRLS is conducted 
every five years and over 50 countries participated in PIRLS 2016. In Canada, nine Canadian jurisdictions 
participated in PIRLS 2016: Ontario, Quebec, British Columbia, Alberta, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Northwest Territories.

A number of other Canadian provinces also participate in the Trends in International Mathematics and Science 
Study. TIMSS is an international assessment of mathematics and science knowledge of students in grades 4 and 8, 
conducted under the auspices of the International Association for the Evaluation of Educational Achievement. TIMSS 
was first administered in 1995 and has been carried out every four years since then. Five Canadian provinces 
participated in TIMSS 2015: Alberta, Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba, and Newfoundland and Labrador. International and 
Canadian reports were released on November 29, 2016. 

http://timss.bc.edu/
http://timss.bc.edu/

