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Recent public statements by the Minister of Education require a response.  

The Minister released the details of the membership of the provincial committee to study class size 
and composition. This committee was announced months after the Teachers’ Bargaining 
Committee tabled this important item at the negotiation table. The Teachers’ Bargaining 
Committee tabled a Memorandum of Understanding as a means to open the conversation. The 
Minister’s response was to attempt to remove the issue from negotiations and convene a 
committee with no authority and no accountability. The Federation responded to the Minister’s 
announcement in the press release below. 

The Minister also sent a letter to STF President Patrick Maze requesting that the Federation set 
aside our Code of Collective Interests and sought assurance that any teacher who chooses to 
ignore their own collective interests and participate on this committee would not be sanctioned in 
any way. The letter from the Minister and the response from President Maze can be found below. 

 

We encourage you to stay informed by downloading the new STF app now available at the Apple 
Store and on Google Play. 

 

 

 
 

Questions about teacher collective bargaining? 
Contact STF Bargaining Support by email at bargaining@stf.sk.ca. 

Discussions about teacher collective bargaining? 
Use the Teacher Talk private members’ forum in MySTF on www.stf.sk.ca. 
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https://www.stf.sk.ca/mystf/teachertalk
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Federation Committed to Addressing Class Complexity  
Through Bargaining 

 
SASKATOON – The Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation maintains its position that classroom 
complexity must be addressed through provincial collective bargaining to ensure accountability and 
authority in the process, the committee and its membership. It is only after the Teachers’ Bargaining 
Committee raised the issue of classroom complexity in bargaining and remained steadfast on its position 
at the table that the Education Minister decided to strike a committee to address it. As proposed, the 
Federation is gravely concerned government will fail to take action on any solutions identified by the 
committee.   

"We don't need another report to sit on a shelf. We need action," said Patrick Maze, President of the 
Saskatchewan Teachers' Federation. "Government has only created this committee after we raised this 
through bargaining. We know the only way to ensure action is for the committee to be tied to our 
provincial collective bargaining agreement." 

The Federation is also alarmed by government’s attempts to undermine the collective bargaining process 
and the Minister’s request for the Federation to ignore its own bylaws should a complaint be brought 
forward by a member regarding committee participation of another member. The Federation has a 
statutory right and obligation to establish bylaws, including the Code of Collective Interests. If a 
complaint has three or more signatures, the Executive must order an investigation.  

Throughout the bargaining process, the Teachers’ Bargaining Committee has proposed possible 
solutions for discussion to address classroom complexity. Although conciliation has been granted, the 
two sides are not precluded from returning to the bargaining table.  

Should the Government-Trustee Bargaining Committee have the authority to resolve this issue through 
provincial collective bargaining, the Teachers’ Bargaining Committee is prepared and would welcome an 
opportunity to continue negotiating. 
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