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In these unprecedented times, Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation members are to be 
commended for their efforts to provide supplementary learning opportunities for their students 
through various means of support delivery. Stay strong and stay safe. 

The Premier of Saskatchewan continues to confirm that schools in Saskatchewan will remain 
closed indefinitely. However, at some point schools in Saskatchewan will re-open and STF 
members will return to their schools and classrooms and continue to build relationships with their 
students as they deliver high-quality educational services.  

The concerns around classroom complexity continue to be a priority for STF members, students 
and parents in the province. STF President Patrick Maze and STF Executive Director Randy 
Schmaltz met with Minister of Education Gordon Wyant and Deputy Minister of Education Rob 
Currie to seek a way to alleviate the negative impacts of class complexity. Minister Wyant 
suggested that forming a new committee to replace government’s current class size and 
composition committee.  

This new committee follows the model of the Response Planning Team that worked together to 
create a framework for the resumption of education services after schools were closed. The new 
committee will be chaired by Deputy Minister Rob Currie and includes two representatives from 
each of the following organizations: 

 Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation 
 Saskatchewan School Boards Association (SSBA) 
 Ministry of Education 
 League of Educational Administrators, Directors and Superintendents (LEADS) 
 Saskatchewan Association of School Based Officials (SASBO) 

University of Regina and University of Saskatchewan Deans of Education will also participate. 
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The Federation declined to participate in the original Provincial Committee on Class Size and 
Composition as the timing of its creation undermined collective bargaining and we had significant 
concerns that the structure of the committee would not enable it to produce meaningful change. 
Given the recent successful and respectful collaboration experienced with our sector partners on 
the COVID-19 education sector Response Planning Team, the Federation is cautiously optimistic 
that as a sector we may be able to build on the strengthened relationships and address class 
complexity together.  
 
The negative impacts of class complexity should be of concern to all sector groups who work to 
deliver quality educational services across the province. We are hopeful this mutual interest and 
obligation will result in significant and meaningful action. The Federation will exert its full influence 
to support this new committee in developing creative and courageous recommendations to 
alleviate the challenges of classroom complexity. The Minister anticipated the committee would 
meet before the end of April. 
 
The announcement of a tentative agreement does not reduce the focus and commitment of the 
Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation to address class complexity. Class complexity has not been 
solved; students, teachers and parents still deserve better. The Federation will continue its 
advocacy to ensure Saskatchewan has an adequately funded public education system both 
through this committee and other channels. If this committee fails to provide adequate 
recommendations or the government fails to implement sufficient supports to alleviate classroom 
complexity, the Federation can still seek to have it addressed in future contract negotiations or 
other mechanisms. 
 
When we began this round of bargaining, our hope was to make significant progress on class 
complexity. The world around us has changed dramatically since then, and in fact just the last 
month, we felt it prudent and reasonable to continue our efforts through a model outside of 
bargaining. It is thanks to the resolve, dedication and solidarity of teachers that parents, students, 
sector partners and government are publicly discussing and understanding the consequences of 
class complexity. While this may not be the ultimate win, the progress we have made should not 
be overlooked. 

 

 

Questions about teacher collective bargaining? 
Contact STF Bargaining Support by email at bargaining@stf.sk.ca. 

Discussions about teacher collective bargaining? 
Use the Teacher Talk private members’ forum in MySTF on www.stf.sk.ca. 
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