
Response Planning Team Update – August 21, 2020 
 

Intended for use and distribution to school division personnel 

The Response Planning Team (RPT) recognizes planning for the reopening of school is unprecedented 
in our province’s history. As such, the RPT continues to work in consultation with the Chief Medical 
Health Officer, to prepare for the safe return to school for students and staff. Plans will continue to 
evolve, as required by emerging health risk assessments that may impact our communities over the 
school year.  

 

Mask Protocol 

If a school division makes a decision to move to Level 2 as part of the re-opening, the government has 
recommended mask use for staff and students in grades 4 through 12 in high-traffic areas such as 
hallways and buses.  

 
Under Level 2, masks may also be required in the classroom for students in grades 9 through 12, as well 
as staff, where it is not possible to maintain physical distancing or if a student has to attend a class 
outside of their cohort. 
 
It is recommended that students wear their own non-medical cloth masks, made using two or three 
layers of fabric. Bandanas and gaitor masks are not recommended as appropriate face coverings.  
 
All current evidence indicates that transmission in children 10 and under is very low. For these children, 
we will emphasize the importance of frequent handwashing and proper coughing or sneezing etiquette, 
as well as cohorting to a single class. If a child younger than Grade 4 chooses to wear a mask, they are 
able to.  
 
The Ministry of Education has purchased six million masks to be distributed to school divisions for 
students and staff use. The first shipment of these masks will be distributed to school divisions prior to 
the first day of school.  
 
In addition to face masks, the province has obtained full-face shields which will be available for all staff. 
It is important to note, a face shield is not an equivalent substitute for a face mask, as the respiratory 
pathways are not adequately protected with a face shield alone. 

Additional masking information is available in the Re-Open Saskatchewan plan here at 
www.saskatchewan.ca/re-open.   
 
 
Thresholds for Levels 2-4 of the Safe Schools Plan 

As announced within the Safe Schools Plan, there are four levels under Safe Alternatives including: 

 Level 1: Return to school as close to normal as possible, with additional health measures and 
precautions.   



 Level 2: Return to school with mask usage for students and staff, as per the guidance provided to 
school divisions by Saskatchewan’s Chief Medical Health Officer on August 11.  

 Level 3: School capacity will be reduced. This may include establishing cohorts and hybrid learning 
models as considerations. 

 Level 4: Implementing learning continuity plans, which means transitioning to mandatory remote 
learning. 

 
As the risk of transmission varies around the province, decisions regarding a transition to different levels 
of the Safe Schools plan and mask-usage within schools will be determined by the local school divisions 
in consultation with the local Chief Medical Health Officers.   
 

Contingency Fund Application 

The application form and letter for the COVID-19 Contingency Fund has been sent to school divisions. 
Please submit applications to Rory Jensen, Acting Assistant Deputy Minister at rory.jensen@gov.sk.ca by 
August 27.  

 

School Level Plans 

School-level plans are to be posted by end of day, August 26th. In order to ensure consistency and 
alignment to the school division plans, the elements listed below are required in school-level plans. 
Please note that plans will continue to evolve as required by emerging health risk assessments. 

 Hygiene 
 Limiting Physical Contact 
 Limiting Shared Material and Equipment 
 Extra-Curricular and Field Trips 
 Facilities 
 Cleaning and Sanitation  
 Illness in Care 
 Nutrition Programs 
 Mental Health and Social-Emotional Supports 
 Students with Intensive Needs 
 Transportation 
 School Day/Year Structure 
 Instruction 
 Transitions (for example) 

o For re-entry into school this fall 
o Into the school day, within the day and at the end of the day 
o Students who are considering not attending 
o Supports for changes to pedagogical approaches  

 Communications 

 
AP – Staff Template 
The Corporate Services Team is working on a draft template to be shared with Divisions early next week. 
This draft template, with suggested protocols, is intended to support a safe return to the workplace for 
all staff.   



Curriculum-related Field Trips 

As per Re-Open Saskatchewan guidelines, recreational travel requiring vehicles, such as field trips, is not 
permitted at this time. Because we are focused on having students remain in cohorts as much as 
possible, curriculum-related field trips at indoor locations are also not encouraged. Should school 
divisions choose to allow curriculum-related outdoor field trips, those trips must follow the same safety 
protocols as in the classroom. Curriculum-related field trips that involve transportation must ensure 
classroom cohorts remain the same. Buses are the recommended mode of transportation and safety 
protocols must be in place. 
 
 
Career Work Exploration  

All learning opportunities—whether in the classroom or in a work setting—must be supported by 
the direction and guidelines provided by the Chief Medical Health Officer and Re-Open 
Saskatchewan. Virtual/online options for work placements as part of career and work exploration 
courses can be considered and explored as long as the curriculum can be actualized. For each level 
of Career and Work Exploration 10, 20, A30, B30, the number of hours to be spent in the 
workplace is offered as a range; schools may wish to consider supporting the minimum number of 
hours in the range at each level, as outlined below and based on the 2020 curriculum: 

 10 level – 30-50 hours (50-70 hours in the classroom); 
 20 level – 50-70 hours (30-50 hours in the classroom); and, 
 30 levels – 60-80 hours (20-40 hours in the classroom). 

  

As a reminder, biological (e.g., viruses, fungi, bacteria and mold) is one of the five major categories 
of hazards. Teachers or those with the responsibility for establishing work placements within the 
community must conduct a pre-placement visit to inspect each workplace for health and safety 
and to discuss each work-based learning opportunity with the employer. Workplaces being 
considered for student placements should provide documented evidence (e.g., a plan) of their 
compliance with the direction provided in the current Public Health Order as well as any 
restrictions or guidelines found in the Reopen Saskatchewan document available at 
www.saskatchewan.ca for that type of workplace. Student safety must remain at the forefront. 
Students will be required to follow the highest safety protocol in place (e.g., if a school division 
expects masks in the school, students would be expected to follow those same expectations, 
regardless of location, if they are at a higher standard). Please direct health-related questions to 
Public Health.  

 
Response Planning Team 


